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No Beaverton letup .

i 4 By STEVE MORSE

' SANFORD — If Meridian basketball
| ans thought a league championship
 would quench Beaverton's thirst for
ack Pine Conference victories, they
were in for a surprise here Friday
 night.

" Dtilizing a leak-proof defense and
some nifty shooting, the Beavers quick-
ly squeiched any Mustang upset
dreams by jumping out to< 22-2 first-
quarter lead and handily dousing Meri-
~ dian, 70-45.

It was the sixth straight conference
win for the Beavers, who clinched the
JPC title last Friday night with a 82-76
~ victory over Evart. Beaverton now
stands at 12-1 in the league and 16
overall.
~ Meridian, on the other hand, suffered
its second straight loss and 13th defeat
~ of the year against just six wins. The

‘Mustangs are now 4-9 in the JPC.

With Doyle Durkee leading the way
in that first quarter, the Beavers
~ showed partisan Meridian fans as well
asa large crowd of Beaverton backers

that they were not going {o become

complacent simply because they al-
ready had the leagué title in hand. Hit-
ting on six of six shots and throwing in

a free throw to boot, Durkee scored 13
" of Beaverton's 22 first-quarter points.

" The 6-foot-1 senior guard made shoot-
ing 20-footers look easy BS he dropped
in three long, high-arching jumpers
from thal range in the first eight min-
utes of the game. Finishing with 28
ints for the night — despite not scor-
ing at all in the second quarter due to
foul trouble — Durkee also turned a
pretty three-point play in the first
stanza to help his team jump out in
froat. ;
“He's definitely an all-conference
guard,” sald Meridian coach Al Harvey

¥

pure shooter in the league.

“If he's open, it's a better than even
chance that he'll make it,” Harvey
added. .

But Durkee was far from a lone star
for Beaverton as several other players
contributed to the win. g

Beaver coach Roy Johnston was espe-
cially pleased with senior forward Ken
Neighbors, who pulled down 12
rebotnds for the night, and center Jeff
Roehrs, who added 10 caroms. “They
really played well,” he said. , .

but be pleased with the overall team ef-
fort. “We, were hitting the open man
‘real well and I thought we played some

quarter.
And that it did. &,
~ While the Beavers were busy hitting
10 of 14 shots in that first stanza, Meri-
dian ef d only manage one of 11 from
the {loor. “‘There's no doubt about it,"
Harvey said, ‘‘They played %ood de-
fense mgainst us. We just cou dn't get
into our offensive patiern.
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They shot very well and they were very
physical.”

Despite the shellacking in the first
quarter, however, Meridian forward
Bill Fillmore led the Mustangs in a
surge to respectability. Scoring 19
points in the second and third quatters,
Fillmore kept Meridian from embar-
rassment.

“He made a ball game out of it,” Har-
vey admitted. “He's been a real steady
ball player for us all year and tonight
he really did a good job.”

While Fillmore was the only Meri-
dian player in double figures with a to-
tal of 24 points, Neighbors joined Dug-
kee in the double figure category for
Beaverton with 12 markers.

All told 10 Beavers scored during the
game as Johnston emptied his bench as
early as the second quarter to give his
substitutes some piaying time.

The Beavers jumped out to a quick 6-
0 lead with 6:07 left in the first period
as two Meridian turnovers Helped the
cause. At the outset it appeared as if
Harvey was attempting to/use stall’'tac-
tics as the Mustangs playéd out around
the top of the key on offense.

However, the Meridian coach said his
team was just working for the good
shot. “When you get that far behind
though,” he quickly added, “you just
m:lve to start bombing from the out-
side.”

Meridian’s bombs weren’t dropping.
however, as they could oaly hit on 14 of
50 shots for 28 per cent. Meanwhile, the
Beaverton squad was shooting 51 per
cent, htting on 28 of 54 attempts.

In the junior varsity contest, some nif-
ty free throw shooting liftted Meridian
past Beaverton, 60-55: i y

The little Mustangs hit 20 of 25 from
the charity stripe as Tem Gordon and
Jamie Chamber led Meridian in scor-
ing with 19 and 17 points, respeotively.
Meridian finishes the plar season
next Friday night when the Mustangs
travel to Evart for a JPC contest.
Meanwhile, Beaverton has two more
regular season games hefore making
their bid for a district tournament titie.

The Beavers travel' to’ Gladwin
Tuesday for a non-league game before
returning home to host Roscomman in
a jeague game Friday. The Beavers
will be looking to avenge their only loss
of the season as Roscommon nipped |
Beaverton 60-59 January 23, i
Beaverton... 22-12-18416—70
Meridlan..... S 9.12:14.17—45

BEAVERTON: Durkeé 12-5-29; Stubbs 1-0-
2: Roehrs 4-1-9; Neighbors &-0-12; Sroufe 3-2-
8. Dull 0-2:2; McLean 0:2:2; Zdrojewski 0-22;
Kebler 1-0-2; Granam 1-0-2; Totals 28-14-70,

MERIDIAN: Fillmore 9-6:24; McGinnity 0-
2.2; Van WNortwick 317; Jankowiak 2-¥-5;
Cay 0:7-7: Totals 14:17-45.

Roscommon is 8-5, Harrison,
ton Lake and Coleman are 7-8.

! Durkee got a dozen points in support
! : In the other two contests, Evart  from Ken Neighbors for Beaverton now
painstay on this year's'  bombed Harrison, §9.70, and Roscom- 171
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respectable effort for the Mustangs.

Dave Musser and Neil Pritchard
combined for 47 its for Evart with
Musser getting 23: Jim Yost had 20,
Robin Huber 14 and Mark Smith 11 for
Harrison.

Behind Drogt for Houghton Lake
were Ed Smyk with 12 and Mike New-
som with 10,

.Paul Brugger scored 17, Dean John-
son 14 and Dud Strauch 10 for Cole-
man which managed only seven points
in the fourth guarter as the Bobcats
clinched the victory.

Farwell also managed only seven
points in the fourth quarier bui the
game was pretty much decided by
then.

Jim Engelhard had 19 points, Jeff
Cousineau 17 and Charles Cherven 11
for Roscommon, Ron Staton got 14 and
Rob Rabbins 12 for Farwell.

In jayvee play, Meridian upset Beav-
erton, 60-55, Evart took Harrison, 62- .
54, Coleman blasted Houghton Lake,
70-49, and Farwell outlasted Roscom-

mon, 58-48.
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Beaverion 70

Meridian 45






